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Foreword

Gifu Land of Clear Waters Art Festival - Art Award IN THE CUBE (AAIC) is a nationwide
exhibition held every three years as an open art competition, with a view to discovering and
fostering new creative talent while building on the tradition of its predecessor, the Gifu Pre-
fecture Art Exhibition, which had been held 69 times in the past.

Held for the third time, AAIC 2023 received 574 entries including 31 from overseas. Of
these, 14 entries were selected for the exhibition, which ran for 50 days from April 22 to June
18, 2023 and attracted 61,763 visitors. During the exhibition period, the status of Covid-19
was downgraded to Class 5 under Japan’s infectious disease control law. As a result, the
exhibition coincided with a period when REALITY was slowly returning to everyday life,
which increased the timeliness and relevance of the theme of AAIC 2023, “Where ‘REALI-
TY Goes.”

The exhibition was also held in a virtual format, allowing people to enjoy art in a new style
through a website. In doing so, we combined the advantage of actually experiencing and
seeing works of art with one’ s own eyes, with that of a digital setting that allowed anyone
to enjoy art easily, at any time and anywhere.

I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to all people who assisted the exhibition.
Lastly, I sincerely hope that AAIC will help the artists selected for the exhibition to achieve
greater success both nationwide and internationally and that this exhibition will help
enhance the presence of Gifu Prefecture as a cultural and artistic center.

Honorary Chairperson of the Executive Committee of Gifu Land of Clear Waters Art Festival
Art Award IN THE CUBE

Governor of Gifu Prefecture Furuta Hajime

The exhibition of the third Gifu Land of Clear Waters Art Festival - Art Award IN THE
CUBE (AAIC) opened on April 22, 2023, featuring a diverse range of works by talented art-
ists, selected by a panel of seven distinguished judges from different fields. While the exhibi-
tion attracted intense public interest from the start, the number of visitors increased greatly
during the latter half, with long queues forming even before the opening time of the exhibi-
tion and in front of the exhibits placed in cubes.

It is particularly noteworthy that comments spread quickly via social media that the exhibi-
tion was “very interesting,” which attracted many people, including those with few opportu-
nities to visit art exhibitions such as young people and families with small children. We also
ran a group visit program for students of elementary schools, junior high schools, high
schools and special support schools in Gifu Prefecture to give them the chance to see the
outstanding works of art firsthand, while organizing workshops inviting artists whose works
were selected for the exhibition and a related talk session among the judges. We are thrilled
that the exhibition brought many people closer to contemporary art.

I would like to offer my deep gratitude to all people who contributed to the success of the
exhibition as sponsors, supporters, judges, planning committee members, volunteers, produc-
tion advisors or in other roles.

Chairperson of the Executive Committee of Gifu Land of Clear Waters Art Festival
Art Award IN THE CUBE

Tsuchiya Akiyuki
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FENE General Information

& EROEE =M Art Award IN THE CUBE 2023 Name Gifu Land of Clear Waters Art Festival - Art Award IN THE CUBE 2023
B RIS REDRIEE B Purpose - To discover and nurture new talent.
c T—HMIEDBZAMOBRERY FT—7D<KD - To train people related to art and to create a network.
B OT - hOBEER S AR - To offer opportunities for appreciation of new forms of art.
T—< [UTILIDWL A Theme Where “REALITY” Goes
{Emst 4.8m (18)x4.8m (B17)x3.6m (BT) DF 2 —TEETRRTED L, Conditions Submitted works must be displayable in a cuboid space measuring

4.8m (w) x 4.8m(d) x 3.6m (h).

2 20235F4A22H (L) »»6B18H(R) £ < (F&EH:508/) Exhibition period April 22 (Sat.) - June 18 (Sun.) 2023: Open for 50 days
=5 I B 2 ST AR (I B R IR B F1E4-1-22) Venue The Museum of Fine Arts, Gifu (4-1-22 Usa, Gifu City Gifu Prefecture)
BT 14155 Number of exhibits 14 Works
BEE NIR— BER/THY1VT1LI5— Judges IRIE Keiichi Architect/Design Director
ElE FiE T—T4 AN HRE/ BRHRFET2MRER. metaPhorestisk IWASAKI Hideo Artist and Researcher/Professor, Faculty of
IR BEF 4V — RR S E N A AR Sc.lence and Engineering, Waseda University,
Director of metaPhorest
A =F Fal—F— HFER/EMTFRREESR )
) KITAMURA Akiko Dancer and Choreographer/
ST XX Professor, Faculty of Arts, Shinshu University
BN RS ROX SHIKATA Yukiko Curator and Critic/
iR 5— REMIRBEFMEAAE President, International Association of Art Critics,
Japanese Section
TERAUCHI Yoko Artist
I EROEE3EMIER Art Award IN THE CUBE ETEESR MORIMURA Yasumasa  Artist
IFEE YAMAGIWA Juichi Director-General, Research Institute for

Humanity and Nature

Hosts Executive Committe of Gifu Land of Clear Waters Art Festival
Art Award IN THE CUBE

Gifu Prefecture
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Artist and Researcher/
Professor, Faculty of Science and Engineering, Waseda University,
Director of metaPhorest
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KITAMURA Akiko

Dancer and Choreographer/
Professor, Faculty of Arts, Shinshu University

Photo by Hiroyasu Daido
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SHIKATA Yukiko

Curator and Critic/
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President, International Association of Art Critics, Japanese Section
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MORIMURA Yasumasa
Artist
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Director-General, Research Institute for Humanity and Nature
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